
How to help your child with reading  

School is not the only place where children learn to read. Reading 

at home is an important part of every child’s learning experience. 

Here are some useful tips on how you can best help your child to learn to read.  

 Give time to your child when they read to you. 
 Avoid forcing your child to read if they don’t want to. If they are reluctant, try 

reading to them and encourage them to join in. 
 Talk about what might happen in the book before you read it. Look for clues on the 

cover. 
 Talk about the pictures in the book. 
 If your child is struggling to read a word, encourage them to sound out the word. If 

they really can’t get it, then tell them the word so they don’t get frustrated. 
 Talk about the book after reading it to make sure your child understands what they 

have read. (see below for ideas of questions you could ask) 
 Try to read to your child as often as possible, this will encourage an enjoyment of 

reading. 
 

 

REMEMBER 

 

Always give your child lots of praise and encouragement. 

 

 

Questions you could ask  

Fiction 

 Which part did you like best? Why?  
 How do you think this story will end? 
 Why do you think this book is called .... ? 
 Which part of the story do you think is the funniest / saddest / most interesting? 
 Did the book make you think of something which had once happened to you? 

Non-Fiction 

 Is this book like a story book? 

 What did you find out which you did not know before? 

 What do you think that page will be about? ( looking at contents page) 

 Does it have an index? How can we use it to find something out? 

 Did the pictures/layout help you understand the book better? How? 

 


